
Congregation Agudas Achim 

August 2010 

The Conservative Jewish Congregation Serving San Antonio and Central Texas since 1889 - 121 Years strong! 

KOLENU 

ñOur Voiceò 

Av - Elul 5770 

High Holy Days Schedule 
Selichot 

Saturday, September 4 

Havdalah and Special Program 

with Dr. Chad Spigel 

ñAbraham in Jewish Traditionsò 

and 

 ñIntroduction of the new 

Mahzor Lev Shalemò  

Presented by Rabbi Bitran and 

Hazzan Lipton 

8:30 p.m. 

Torah Scroll Mantle Change and  

Procession - 10:00 p.m. 

Selichot Service - 10:30 p.m. 

Breakfast following 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Wednesday, September 8 

8:00 p.m. 

Babysitting provided during service 
 

First Day Rosh Hashanah 
Thursday, September 9 

8:15 a.m. 

Babysitting provided during service 
 

Second Day Rosh Hashanah 
Friday, September 10 

8:15 a.m. 

Babysitting provided during service 

Kiddush following 

Mishpacha (Family) High Holy Day 

Celebration  

6:00 p.m. 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat/Maôariv 

Service 
Friday, September 10 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Shabbat Shuvah 
Saturday, September 11 

9:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

Kever Avot/Memorial Services 
Sunday, September 12 

Memorial Gardens - 9:00 a.m. 

Palmetto Street - 10:30 a.m. 
 

Tashlich Service 
Sunday, September 12 

Riverwalk at original  

Agudas Achim site 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Kol Nidre  
Friday, September 17 

7:15 p.m. 

Babysitting provided during service 
 

Yom Kippur  
Saturday, September 18 

9:00 a.m. 

Babysitting provided during service 

Yizkor Service - 12:10 p.m. 

Musaf - 12:45 p.m. 

Break until 5:45 p.m. 

Mincha - 5:45 p.m. 

Neilah - 7:00 p.m. 

Childrenôs Processional - Final  

Shofar - Family Havdalah 

8:18  p.m. 

Break the Fast In Memory of 

Ruth Reif 
 

Erev Sukkot 
Wednesday, September 22 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Sukkot First Day 
Thursday, September 23 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Sukkot Second Day 
Friday, September 24 

9:00 a.m. 

Family Dinner - 6:00 p.m.  

Reservation required 
 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat/Maôariv 

Service 
Friday, September 24 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot 

Service 
Saturday, September 25 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Hoshanah Rabbah 
Wednesday, September 29 

7:00 a.m. 
 

Erev Shômini Atzeret 
Wednesday, September 29 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Shômini Atzeret (Yizkor) 
Thursday, September 30 

9:00 a.m. 

Yizkor Service - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Erev Simchat Torah 
Thursday, September 30 

Family Dinner - 6:00 p.m.  

Reservation required 

Service - 7:00 p.m. 

Dancing with Sifrei Torah - 7:15 p.m. 

Dessert following 
 

Simchat Torah 
Friday, October 1 

Service & Dancing with Sifrei Torah  

9:00 a.m. 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat/Maôariv 

Service 
Friday, October 1 

7:00 p.m. 

See our exciting new 
schedule of Youth 

Services on page 15! 



Jews are the Chosen People:  

An Interesting Concept Often Misunderstood. 
 

Every time one of our students becomes a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, each one learns and 

pronounces the berachot (blessings) before and after receiving an Aliyah.  Each one is 

called up to bless the Torah affirming the doctrine of Jewish ñchosenness.ò 
 

It is a widely known concept to Jews.  The prophet Amos tells us of this ñchosenness.ò  

ñYou alone have I singled out of all the families of the earth.  That is why I will visit 

upon you all your transgressions.ò  ïAmos 3:2 
 

Erroneously people claim that because of the concept of ñchosennessò Jews consider 

themselves superior.  While racists such as the Nazis regarded Aryans as superior to all 

other people, the verse from Amos shows more than anything else that to be chosen obligates the Jew to live 

morally. 
 

ñChosennessò cannot mean racism for the simple reason that we Jews are not a race.  We know people can 

become Jewish if they want to through proper conversion. 
 

God chooses us to be Godôs people almost as if we were Godôs experiment.  We are Godôs ñpilot project,ò 

where we are supposed to live a God-centered life.   
 

We must carry out a specific task:  to make God and Godôs morality known to the world.   
 

Today most religions recognize the existence of God and know that God originally became known to the Jews. 
 

If the Jews of antiquity, our ancestors, had not made God part of their lives, God would remain unknown to the 

world. 
 

ñWe are Godôs stake in human history,ò says Abraham Joshua Heschel. 
 

So next time you are called to the Torah, say those berachot with pride; be assured that to be part of the chosen 

people is more to do with the responsibilities of living a moral life than with being a member of a unique club. 

 

Rabbi Leonardo Bitran 

May I Have A Word With You  
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The Rabbi, Hazzan, Professional and Office Staff, 

The Officers, Board of Trustees and  

Affiliates of the Congregation 

extend to the entire congregation and all the members of 

their families their very best wishes. 

 

May you be inscribed for a New Year amply blessed with 

health, happiness and worthwhile achievements! 



Preparing for the Journey 
 

ñThe High Holidays are right around the corner.ò  ñAre you ready for the Holidays?ò  
ñWhat are you doing for yontiv this year?ò  These are the questions that are typically 

tossed about as we prepare for the Yamim Noraôim--the ñDays of Aweò--including 

those preceding Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and beyond to Sukkot and Simchat 

Torah.  As we begin to focus, to ñregroup,ò we eagerly anticipate the opportunity to 

see friends, family and members of our community whom we may not have seen 

during the past year.  Congregants often inquire of us, and of each other, about how 

preparations are going for the Holidays, especially when Rosh Hashanah comes early 
in the secular calendar as it does this year (in early September).  In actuality, our 

communal preparation for the New Year is a long-term and year round activity.  In our 

efforts to find, or re-create, spiritual renewal we will undoubtedly succeed if we incrementally invest of 

ourselves each and every day.  This kind of anticipation, of something transformational, has particular 

resonance for the Lipton family as these last days of summer approach. 
 

Over the past several months Kay, Adam and I have watched as our oldest son, Jonathan, prepares for the next 
exciting chapter in his life--college!  As many of you know, Jonathan graduated in May summa cum laude 

from Winston Churchill High School.  In a few weeks Jonathan will re-locate to Washington, D.C., where he 

will attend the prestigious American University in the School of Public Affairs.  During the summer months 

Jonathan has traveled multiple times to D.C. for orientations, interviews and meetings, and we have been privy 

to his preparation in countless telephone calls, online chats and forums.  We have observed and gladly 

participated (when we have either insisted or been invited to do so!) in all of the intricate steps that he has 
taken to prepare for this journey and for his new virtual beginning.  Of course, the result and final destination 

are unknown to us now, but the intention and the persistence of his preparation--consistently and incrementally 

during the past three years--has contributed to the quality of these first endeavors.  Once the semester begins, 

will he have all of the tools that he needs, that is, those necessary to actively engage and succeed?  Will he 

know the answers to some or to all of the questions?   Will he grow and evolve as a result of the journey?  Will 

his experience be one from which he will learn valuable life lessons?  There is no way to anticipate answers to 
these questions, but we believe that because of his persistent and gradual focus on his long-term goals, he will 

spend less time wondering and more time actively participating and experiencing. 
 

Similarly, this kind of persistent and gradual accumulation of focus and skill are the ingredients that will 

enable us to have a meaningful experience during the Holidays.  It is not necessary to suddenly change the way 

we live, for awhile at least, simply to come to shul more often or do more mitzvot simply because the chaggim 

are upon us.  Instead, the Yamim Noraôim are more than a reminder for they represent a kind of anchor in our 
liturgical year and, for many, in our spiritual growth.  The Holidays represent a kind of spiritual tipping point, 

a goal toward which we might strive all year, with their tangible set of rituals and practices that serve as a 

wake-up call--to aspire to our highest selves at all times during the year.  In short, to maximize the potential 

effect of this time of year we must plan ahead; we must open ourselves to spiritual experiences all year by 

committing to and by taking methodical and deliberate steps, as one would in any endeavor that is meaningful 

in her or his life. 
 

The Holidays will be here in just a few weeks.  Will we have all of the tools that we need to actively engage 

and participate in a way that is meaningful to us?  Will we grow and change as a result of our journey?  Will 

the experience be a significant one, from which we might learn valuable life lessons?  Will, or should,  this 

experience be any different from those others--familial, professional--that we prioritize, that we hold dear, that 

we say are important?  Let us spend less time wondering and more time experiencing our journey. 
 

BôShalom, 
 

Hazzan Jeremy Lipton 

Kol Shira 
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Message From the Executive Director 
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When a college student, I had the opportunity to take a number of elective courses, and some of 
what I had studied remains with me often as fleeting images, bits of trivia, some minutia.  And 
some are as vivid as the discussion in class.  ñO wad some Power the gifti he give us, to see 
ourselves as others see us!ò Robert Burns. 
 

Robert Burns was speaking of a woman sitting in church wearing a gorgeous bonnet when a bug, 
(a single louse--singular for lice) crawled from her and walked slowly around her bonnet.  Was 
this woman aware of this singular display?  Is it possible that she even knew of this creatureôs 
activities?  Was she conscious of how she looked and how others were viewing her?  Were 
others looking at her or studying the movement of the louse?  The ability to see  ourselves as 

others see us, to be able to view ourselves through othersô eyes, would indeed be eye-opening for all of us.  We do see 
ourselves in the mirror, but what we are looking at is just the container, the shell of who we really are.  We truly do not 
see ourselves as others see us.  Too often we attempt to enhance the physical appearance while ignoring what is inside.  
There are any number of computerized exams that attempt to identify a personality type or trait when matching an 
individual to a specific position within an organization.  These same tests, given to an individual and also to those who 
have direct interaction with this individual, often reveal conflicting views.  We do not see ourselves as others see us.  
What we often view as strengths may really be weaknesses.  What we may consider sensitivity can be viewed as 
intractability. 
 

The problem is that if we cannot see ourselves clearly, what makes us think that we can fully understand those around 
us?  Too often we make snap judgments based upon what someone else may have said, what the individual is wearing, 
what we think we know about them and a myriad of trivial thoughts.   It has been said that we spend a lot of energy 
imposing our judgment on others based solely on the snippets of their lives that we get to see.  We tend to talk about 
people but not with them.  We accept comments made by others as fact without an attempt to really learn.  Too often our 
own lack of knowledge, our ignorance and personal prejudices, can cause irreparable harm, when harm was not intended.  
How often have people moved away from others because of a physical deformity or the color of their skin?  When we 
were choosing teams, did we select the one who could not throw straight? Did we laugh at the student who could not 
read, or did we attempt to provide assistance?   Did we welcome the newcomer into our social group, or did someone in 
the group convince us to wait? And what were we waiting for?  Was there a test?   What responsibilities do we have to 
help the ignorant grow or hold accountable those who spread misinformation?  What really was the purpose of Burnsô 
satire?  Did he tell her the louse was there to help shield her from humiliation, or did he stand by and mock her? 
 

The Torah teaches us to love our neighbors as though they were we.  How many try to follow this teaching?  We are 
reaching the period of time that we affectionately refer to as the High Holy Days; a time for reflection, introspection and 
self-evaluation.   I am aware that I do not see myself as others may see me, that I may have said something that may 
have been unkind or thoughtless.  It is not easy to please everyone, but there is no excuse to offend.  If I have insulted or 
offended, I do ask for your forgiveness. 
 

Pat and I wish you and your families a ñShanah Tovah Umôtukah.ò  May your home be filled with joy and peace, and 
may you be inscribed in the book of life. 
 

Michael Linn  
Executive Director 

14602 Huebner Road (in HEB Center) 492-9463 

Boerne Stage Road (in HEB Center) 698-8466 

Babcock at Huebner (next to HEB) 690-9424 

Grissom at Culebra (in HEB Center) 684-0992 
 

Anita & David Kboudi 

 Residential & Commercial 
Real Estate Services   

 Property Management 

 

 

 

 
           

PROPERTIES® 

Michael Litofsky Å Martin Litofsky Å Melody Yancelson 

344-2200 
 

Se Habla Español 

MAIN STREET  
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Presidentôs Remarks 
As the High Holidays are fast approaching, I hope everyone is having a great summer.  We have been 

fortunate to have the rainfall weôve had this summer, and the grounds of the synagogue look really good 

(could use a few weeds pulled).  Itôs been a busy summer for your board.  At the June board meeting the 

light pole outside the Synagogue was struck by lightning.  What excitement.  We lost most of the 

power, but most of all we lost the air conditioning.  We ended up holding the meeting in the chapel 

since it had lights, but no air.  That didnôt stop me from keeping everyone there until 9:00 schvitzing 

buckets while getting our business at hand done.  Sorry guys. 
 

At that meeting I announced to the board that Hazzan Lipton was officially under contract for the next 

three years.  There was resounding applause given upon the official announcement, and we look 

forward to many wonderful times with Hazzan under his leadership over the next three years.  The board also by 

unanimous decision voted Pam Rosen to become our new Youth Director.  At the May meeting Pam and Jonathan 

Lipton made a very heartfelt plea to the board about the involvement of our youth at Agudas Achim.  It really was an eye 

opener for all the board members.  We look forward to our USY and Kadima group being the type of organization within 

our shul that we all will be proud of and our kids will want to be part of.  We look forward to Pamôs efforts.  By the way, 

I must tell you that Pam has volunteered her services to us at no cost to the Synagogue.  This is a very time-consuming 

commitment, and I applaud Pam for stepping up and spearheading this for our kids.  I look forward to working very 

closely with her to get our youth more involved and make our Synagogue a place where they want to spend some time 

and not a place where their parents make them go. 
 

Also in June, we held the Golden Wedding Anniversary Celebration where we honored seven of our Agudas couples.  

We watched as they renewed their wedding vows with Rabbi Bitran and Hazzan Lipton officiating.  Our Rabbi and 

Hazzan were really on, performing the ceremony, keeping the crowd in stitches and making the participants feel like it 

was that first time again.   The only glitch was the reception afterwards, and I apologize to the organizers for the after-

party not going the way you all wanted it to go.  The band was really good, and the dance floor was full, even though for 

a Jewish event the food was quite disappointing.  This leads me into my next segment. 
 

Agudas Achim prides itself on being a full-service congregation.  We not only offer the finest Rabbi and Hazzan this 

side of the Pecos and an office staff and directors who are second to none but also catering as well.  The problems we 

face have to do with miscommunication.  In this electronic age we leave a lot of our business to emails and text 

messages.  Although this isnôt all bad, we all need to realize that there are still a few items that have to be handled the 

old fashioned way, including events. 
 

Events are Bônai Mitzvot, Weddings, Confirmation, Religious School, and Kindergarten graduation as well as Baby 

Namings, Aufrufôs, Brit Milahs, and, unfortunately, Funerals.  Our congregants sometimes forget that we are a business 

and have to do things in a businesslike manner.  This requires rules, and rules are something in shul life that all 

congregants donôt always like to follow.  The rules I am referring to have to do with events and how they are held in our 

building and what your responsibilities are to have those events here. 
 

I am happy to announce that our VP-Fundraising, Rhonda Gurinsky, has agreed to take on the additional role of 

overseeing our programming and events.  She has started a kitchen committee, which has already met several times and 

is being chaired by Sharon Stern.  The committee is currently working on many different ways to make our Congregantsô 

event planning at Agudas a wonderful and memorable experience.   I just want to add that if you are going to have an 

upcoming event, it is very important that you get with our Executive Director and fill out a contract and pay your event 

fee in order for us to secure your date.  All dates on the calendar remain open dates until they are secured with a contract 

and payment.  There are no exceptions.  I look forward to Rhondaôs committee report to the board at our August 

meeting, and thank you, Sharon, for stepping up to chair the committee. 
 

I hope everyone has a wonderful rest of the summer as you prepare to start another school year with the kiddos.  Look 

forward to seeing you at services.  By the way, we brought back the Ginger Ale and lime sherbet punch on Friday nights 

like we did back in the 60ôs and 70ôs. 
 

Robi Jalnos 
President   
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Congregation Agudas Achim will have round challahs, plain, raisin, and whole wheat, 

made by Chef Steven in the Ross Family Kitchen, available for the High Holy Days.  Price 

is $6 for plain, $6.50 for raisin and $7.50 for whole wheat.  Return this order form to the 

office with payment or fax your order to 479-0295.  You can also email your order to Amy 

at a.levine@agudas-achim.org.  Orders must be received NO LATER THAN  

Wednesday, August 25, 2010.  Challahs may be picked up on Monday, September 6, 2010 between 

11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

 Name_________________________________________  Phone_____________________ 

  

 Address__________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                         City                   State    Zip 
  

 Plain_____ @ $6.00 each; Raisin_____ @ $6.50 each; Whole Wheat_____ @ $7.50 each 

 

 Total $____________ Check #__________ Visa_____ MC_____ AmEX_____ Disc_____ 

 

 Credit Card #_______________________________________________ Exp___________ 

 

 Authorized Signature________________________________________________________ 

Goldie and Joe Tills Library Report 
August 2010 

 

I have just returned from attending the 45th Annual AJL (Association of 
Jewish Libraries) Convention which was held in Seattle, WA, July 4-7. 
Attendees represented the United States, Canada, Israel, and South America. 
The event was fabulous! I attended sessions that focused on Researching 
Sephardic Jews, Biblical Role Models (held at the Seattle Hebrew Academy), 
Yiddish Culture, Historical Fiction, and the Sydney Taylor Book Award 
Committee Tells All. I was privileged to meet the authors of the Sydney 
Taylor Book Awards for 2010: April Halprin Wayland (New Year at the Pier: 
A Rosh Hashanah Story); Robin Friedman (The Importance of Wings); and 
Margarita Engle (Tropical Secrets: Holocaust Refugees in Cuba). I obtained 
signed copies of each of these award-winning books to add to our Tills 
Library collection. I also met award winning authors Jacqueline Dembar 
Greene, Jacqueline Jules, and Pnina Moed Kass and  have the latest Rebecca 
Rubin book Secrets at Camp Nokomis, which was signed by Jacqueline 
Dembar Greene for our library as well. Israeli author Pnina Moed Kassôs book 
The Five Story House is autographed and will be another addition to our 

collection. 
 

I was proud to represent our beautiful library at the AJL convention! It is my hope that more of you will take 
advantage of the many resources that are available at our library. Come by and check us out! We will be open 
when the IPRS resumes classes in September. The Library is CoolðCheck It Out!!  
 

Todah rabbah to Jean Karren and the Fogelson Family for donating books. Also, thanks to all of you who have 
made contributions to the Goldie & Joe Tills Library Fund  and the Bob Kboudi Childrenôs Book Fund. 
 

BôShalom and Happy Reading, 
 

Lynn Waghalter  , Librarian 

http://tills-library.dyndns.org/InfoCentre/Library.do 

Holiday Challahs 

Marlene Reynolds and Lynn 

Waghalter at the 45th Annual 

Association of Jewish Libraries 

Convention in Seattle, Washington. 

http://tills-library.dyndns.org/InfoCentre/Library.do
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Chai Lights 
Drs. Dara and Eric Holwitt are 
proud to announce the birth of 
their grandson, Lance Bronson 
Holwitt, born to Lt. Joel and 
Avery Holwitt.  Lance was born 
May 30, 2010 weighing 8 lb. and 
measuring 20 inches long.  Also 
celebrating the birth are 

grandparents Capt. Lee and Holly Moss of La Plata, 
Maryland. 

 

Marc and Halli Weinstein are proud 
to announce the birth of their 
daughter Bethany Mikayla Weinstein 
born on May 5, 2010 at 8:20 am.  
Bethany weighed 5lbs 3oz and was 18 
in long at birth.  
  

Bethany joins proud big brother is Myles Joshua in our 
family.  
  

Proud grandparents are Mr. and Dr. Martin and 
Suzanne Weinstein of Merrick, NY and Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald and Lois Kertman of Sarasota, FL. 

 

Mazel Tov 
 

To Barry Birnbaum on getting his First Degree Black 
Belt!  

 

To Max Birnbaum  on 
winning the Phyllis Flory 
Barton Debate Top 
Speaker Award at the 2010 
NFL National Tournament 
in Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

To Helen Isgur whose son, Stuart Isgur, was chosen 
New York Lifeôs 2009 Fort Worth Agent of the Year.  
To earn the honor, Stuart led New York Lifeôs Fort 
Worth General Office producers in production and 
service achievement. 
 

To Rachel Kutler for making the Deanôs List in her 
freshman year.  Rachel is in the honors program at the 
University of Texas in Austin.  She has earned the 
designation Cum Laude Ampla et Magna. 

 

To Jonathan Lipton, immediate past 
Vice President of the USY (SWUSY) 
Regional Board,  who was the recipient 
of the Sigma Alpha Mu Foundation 
USY Leadership Grant for 2010.  The 
award is given annually, presented to a 
single USY Board member who is 

chosen from across the United States.  The award is 
given for outstanding leadership. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Congregation Agudas Achim welcomes the newest 

members of our synagogue family: 
 

 Leonard Klein 
 

 Arwen and Ralph Wilson 

 

Whatôs Missing at Agudas? 
 

We want your programming ideas!  Please 

submit any program ideas (religious, social 

or otherwise) by emailing Amy at 

a.levine@agudas-achim.org.  Make your 

ideas happen! 
 

Spread The Joy! 
 

Please contact us with your Mazel Tovôs.  

We want to hear your good news and 

forward it on to your Agudas Achim 

family.  We know the news is out there.   
 

Donôt force us to start making stuff up! 
 

Deadline is the second Friday of every month!  Please 

note: because of High Holy Days, the deadline for 

Octoberôs Kolenu will be Wednesday, September 8
th. 

 

Upcoming deadlines: August 13
th
, September 8

th
, 

October 8
th. 

 

ALL  submissions MUST be in writing! 
 

Submissions may be e-mailed to:  

kolenu@agudas-achim.org 

Seth Frydberg will be called to the 

torah as a Bar Mitzvah on August 28, 

2010 at Congregation Agudas Achim. 

Seth is the son of Felix and Sandy 

Frydberg and brother to Tracy, Noah 

and Brian. His grandparents are Esther 

and Moshe Frydberg, both of blessed 

memory and Rebecca Wiedermann of 

blessed memory and Marcel Wiedermann.  
 

Seth is in the 8th Grade Gifted and Talented Program 

at Eisenhower Middle School where he is active in 

Honors Band, Jazz Band, Robotics and is President of 

the Student Council. 
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Perhaps the most sacred moment of the High Holy Days season is when, as a Congregation, we 
collectively and individually recall those of our loved ones who are no longer with us.  To sit in 
our inspiring sanctuary on Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year, and to recall a voice, a smile, 
a gesture, an idea, a face, a tear, reinforces the very purpose of our Yiskor service...the continuity 
of life. 
 

According to the Gematria (Jewish Numerology), the value of  the word ñchaiò is 18.  Chai means 
life.  We use the words ñLôChaiôimò when we celebrate, have a milestone, acknowledge a birthday, attend a 
wedding or recognize an anniversary.  We change the Hebrew name to ñChaimò when one is gravely ill in 
hopes that the Angel of Death will be confused.  We use $18.00 and multiples whenever we think of 
tzedakah, social justice and those in need.  Therefore, we use $18.00 and multiples of $18.00 in hopes of 
giving them life. 
 

This coming Yom Kippur, adding to the importance of the day, we will once again publish our Book of 
Remembrance.  Please fill out the form below and return it, along with your payment, to Rose Arrellano in 
the Synagogue Office BEFORE August 20, 2010 so your loved oneôs names may be printed in this yearôs 
book.    
 

Names from last yearôs book are not automatically carried over to this year.  
  

The August 20th deadline will be kept and we regret that we cannot make any exceptions. 
 

The first six names remembered are $18 per name.   
 

Additional names will be listed at $10 per name. 

Please include the following names in the Book of Remembrance: 
 

Please put in the order you want names listed: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Submitted by: 

 

Name________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip___________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

 

________Names at $18 per name; ________Names at $10 per name; for a total of $_________________ 

 

Check #________________ Visa___________ MC___________ AmEx___________ Disc___________ 

 

Card number_______________________________________________________ Exp date____________ 

 

Authorized signature____________________________________________________________________ 
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Memorial Plaques 

Memorial Plaques  
 

Orders for memorial plaques are now being accepted.  If you wish to honor a loved one, please complete the or-

der form below and return it, with payment, to Rose Arrellano in the synagogue office.  Cost per plaque is $525. 

Memorial Plaque Order Form 
 

Name on Plaque______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hebrew Name________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date of Death________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name________________________________________________ Phone_________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address                                                                                            City                              State     Zip 
 

Check #__________ Visa__________ MC__________ AmEx__________ Disc__________ 
 

Card Number_________________________________________________________ Exp____________ 
 

Authorized Signature___________________________________________________________________ 

Sukkot Supplies 

Sukkot Supplies Order Form 
 

Just around the corner is one of the most joyous seasons of the Jewish year - the week-
long festival of Sukkot, which has dual origins.  Agriculturally, it celebrates the final 
gathering of fruits and produce for the year.  Historically, it represents the journey of 
Israel through the desert after the exodus from Egypt.  Building a Sukkah at home 
during this fun-filled holiday can be one of the most important steps in building a 

positive Jewish identity and a joyful attitude toward being Jewish.  And itôs fun! 
 

Schach: These are the palm fronds that cover the top of your Sukkah.  They come in bundles of 5.  An 
average 8ô x 12ô Sukkah uses 5 bundles; an 8ô x 10ô uses 4 bundles; an 8ô x 8ô uses 3 bundles. 
 

Lulav and Etrog:  A palm branch together with willow and myrtle sprigs along with the citron fruit.  These 
come boxed and assembled. 
 

I would like to order:  
 

  _______ schach (palm frond bundles) at $12 each  __________ 
 

  _______ lulav and etrog sets at $45 each   __________ 
 

         Total __________ 
Please make checks payable to Congregation Agudas Achim.  Your order will not be processed without 
payment.   

Deadline for orders is Friday, August 13, 2010. 
 

You will be notified when items are ready for pickup. 
 

Name______________________________________________ Phone_____________________________ 
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High Holy Days 

Synagogue Security 
 

When you arrive at the synagogue for High Holy Day services, please have your tickets with you as you will 
need to present them to the San Antonio Police Officers at the main gate.  Guests without tickets may be 
prevented from entering the synagogue.  For your security, ALL DOORS  will be locked, and entrance to the 
building will only be permitted through the main doors.  As we remain vigilant of safety concerns, and to 
provide maximum security for our members, ALL DOORS  to the synagogue will remain locked during the 
course of the day. 

Meet New Friends - Be an Usher for the High Holy Days 
 

Where does the time go?  The High Holy Days are fast approaching.  We need volunteer ushers for High Holy 

Day services.  Ushers are needed for Erev Rosh Hashanah, first and second day Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre, 

and Yom Kippur.  Ushers at the daytime services will work in shifts. 
 

Our ushering staff is completely egalitarian.  Men and women are welcome.  The staff is also diverse in age 

and young people in USY are as welcome as their parents and grandparents.  If you would like to volunteer, 

please contact Greg Meyer at greg.b.meyer@gmail.com. 

Tashlich Service to be Held at Site of Original Synagogue 
 

The Agudas Achim Tashlich service will be held on Sunday, September 12, 2010 at 5:00 

p.m. at a very special and sacred location.  The service will be held on the Riverwalk at 102 

Aubrey Street, at the corner of Old Guilbeau, the site of the first synagogue of Congregation 

Agudas Achim.  Riverwalk access from street level is via both a stairway and wheelchair 

ramp.  The location is one block north of Durango Blvd. and two blocks north of the King 

William area, at the south end of downtown. 

Itôs in the Mail . . . Soon 
 

Itôs that time of year already!  Weôre getting closer to completing the High Holy Days packets 

and they will be sent out soon.  In the meantime, if you have any questions regarding ticket 

policy, reserved parking or any other information, call the office at 479-0307, and weôll be 

happy to answer your questions! 

Balcony Safety 
 

For safety reasons, ALL  children elementary school age and under MUST be accompanied by an adult in the 

Alterman Salkind Louis Sanctuary balcony.  We ask our parents of these younger age children to help us 

enforce this very important safety rule. 

Seating in the Sanctuary 
 

Please be courteous to fellow congregants and remember that saving seats for late-arriving friends and family 

members is strongly discouraged as it is difficult for people who arrive early to find seats. 
 

For the safety of all congregants, the Fire Marshal has directed that wheelchairs and walkers are not placed in 

the center aisle of the sanctuary. 
 

For our members who travel in wheelchairs, there will be specific locations that would allow one to remain in 

their chair during the service.  We will also have areas where a chair and/or walker may be safely parked. 
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High Holy Days 

High Holy Days Tickets Available for Individual Holidays 
 

Once again this year, we are selling High Holy Days tickets to unaffiliated non-members at a charge of $75 per 

person for one High Holy Day or $125 per person for both High Holy Days. 

Hearing Devices Available 
 

This year, as in years past, hearing devices are available for those requiring assistance during High Holy Day 

services. 
 

We have a limited number of devices, and they are available on a first come, first serve basis. 

Parking . . . Parking . . . Parking . . . Parking! 
 

ñWhen Solomon said there was a time and a place for everything, he had not encountered the problem of 

parking his automobile.ò 
 

~ Bob Edwards 
 

Donôt want to schlep on the shuttle or sweat in the heat?  If you are interested in a parking 

spot for the High Holy Days then just mail in a check or credit card payment for $250 or 

contact Amy Levine at 479-0307 or a.levine@agudas-achim.org.  Your prompt attention will 

assure your parking space as there are limited spaces available. 

Important Message - Overflow Parking 
 

We are pleased to announce that Concordia Lutheran Church is kindly allowing us to use their parking lot for 
High Holy Days overflow parking.  Overflow parking will be permitted ONLY in the Concordia Lutheran 
parking lot and only on the days indicated below.  The shuttle van will begin a half hour before each service: 
 

] Erev Rosh Hashanah - Wednesday, September 8 
 

] First Day Rosh Hashanah - Thursday, September 9 
 

] Kol Nidre - Friday, September 17 
 

] Yom Kippur - Saturday, September 18 
 

We thank Concordia Lutheran for the generous use of their parking lot this year. 
 

We have been asked to park closest to the frontage road of 1604, away from their church and buildings.   
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Make plans to join us for our festive 
 

Family Dinner in the Sukkah 
 

Friday, September 24, 2010 
 

Dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m.  Services to follow. 

Sukkot Dinner 

 

Name__________________________________ Phone____________________ 

 

Attending: ___Adults ___Youth (8-13) ___Children (3-7) ___Tots (2 & under) 

 

Total_______  Check #______  Visa______  AmEx______  MC______  Disc______ 

 

Card Number___________________________________________  Exp.__________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

 

Authorized Signature____________________________________________________ 
 

Please RSVP No Later Than Wednesday, September 15, 2010 

There will be NO refunds for cancellations made after September 15
th
 

 

Please make you check payable to: 

Congregation Agudas Achim 

16550 Huebner Rd. 

San Antonio, TX 78248 

Dinner prices are as follows: 
 

Adults   $16 

Youth (8-13)            $10 

Children (3-7)  $7 

Tots (2 & under) Free 




